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authority to the Swaraj Party to use the name of the Congress in
regard to the Council programme makes somewhat awkward the
position of the other .parties wishing to join the Congress. But I
fear it is inevitable. The Swaraj Party cannot be expected to
surrender the advantage it possesses. After all it wants the ad-
vantage not for itself but for the service of the country. All parties
have or can have that ambition or no other. I hope therefore
that the others will join the Congress and work from within to
affect the course of the country's politics. Dr. Besant has led the
way in that direction. I know that she would have many things
done otherwise, but she is content to come in hoping to bring
round the electorate to her view by working within the Con-
gress. The Ho-changers can, in my humble opinion, vote for
the agreement with a clear conscience. The only national pro-
gramme jointly to be worked by all the parties is khaddar,
Hindu-Muslim unity and, for the Hindus, removal of untouchabi-
lity. Is not this after all what they want?
PURELY SOCIAL REFORM?
It has been suggested that this programme turns the Con-
gress into a purely social reform organization. I beg to differ
from that view. Everything that is absolutely essential for swaraj
is more than merely social work and must be taken up by the
Congress. It is not suggested that the Congress should confine
its activity for all time to this work only. But it is suggested that
the Congress should for the coming year concentrate the whole
of its energy on the work of construction, or as I have other-
wise described it, the work of internal growth.
Nor does the agreement exhaust the list of constructive items
that the Congress must handle. Those I am about to mention
are of the highest importance, but they, being non-contentious and
not absolutely essential for sWaraj as the foregoing three items,
find no mention in the agreement,
NATIONAL SCHOOLS
One such is the maintenance of national educational institu-
tions. Probably the public do not iknow that next to khaddar
the running of national educational i^titotfeas lias been the most
successful. These cannot be given up j|o loag as even a few pupils
are left. It must be a point of fecs^ow with the respective pro-
vinces to keep up their colleges apl jdboc>Is* Suspension of non-
co-operation should not haye mj iajurious effect on these insti-
tutions. On the contra^ gi^ter eSbrt tban ever before should